WYP2005 Launch Conference Snapshots
MA Yiping
The Launch Conference of the International Year of Physics was
held at UNESCO headquarters in Paris from Jan 13 - 15. As one
of the six representatives of Hong Kong, I’'m pleased to share
with you the excitements of this event:

The inauguration session consists of
ten key figures from the organizing
committee each giving a talk lasting
for five minutes. The topics basically
centered on the excitement of
physics, the role of physicist to
promote physics to general public
and so on. Einstein was quoted many
times - in fact the assignment of
2005 as world year of physics is in
memory of the 100" anniversary of
his ground breaking papers in 1905.

http://www.phys.au.dk/—epf/
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The talk that triggered most laughter was
“2010, A NanoSpace Odyssey” by Harold
Kroto (Nobel Prize in Chemistry, 1996). As
one of the discoverers of fullerenes, he
centered his talk on the family tree of Cgg,
which originates from the discovery of
carbon chains in space, and simultaneously
with which carbon nanotubes wereborn
(hence the name NanoSpace). His words
were full of British humor, with portraits on
his students and experiences of educating
young people. His website
http://www.vega.org.uk contains many video
and audio talks by famous scientists.
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The conference came to a
successful ending with the
short closing session
consisting of words of thanks
to appropriate individuals and
societies.

Tour Eiffel is conveniently
reachable from the conference
venue and delegates from
everywhere enjoyed Paris as
well as physics...

I'd like to express my keenest thanks to UNESCO for hosting the
Launch Conference of World Year of Physics 2005, and Physics
Department of HKUST, Physical Society of Hong Kong as well as
European Physical Society for financial support.



